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Kiosk
The Montana Kaimin is a weekly independent student
newspaper at the University of Montana. The Kaimin office
and the University of Montana are located on land originally
inhabited by the Salish People. Kaimin is a derivative of a Salish
language word, “Qe‘ymin,” that is pronounced kay-MEEN and
means “book,” “message” or “paper that brings news.”
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University of Montana studentsWeek
Mark Davidson,
left, Louenn- Gedouin,
center, and Sarah Schreiber take one
last stroll through a wintery campus during the first day of the winter break on Dec. 17, 2021. Gedouin and
Schreiber are returning international students from France and Germany. Gedouin is coming up on her last
semester as an undergrad and said she’s excited about her final classes at the University. As students return
this week to in-person classes, UM is preparing to host a series of winter activities throughout the semester
such as skiing trips, ice skating on the Oval and fire pit gatherings for returning students.
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HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
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Kaimin Editorial

As guidance changes, UM has
a responsibility to adapt
Welcome back to campus, everyone!
And welcome back to what we are informally dubbing “Pandemic: Season Three.”
You’ve seen the original COVID-19 strain.
You’ve seen delta. And now we have omicron — considerably more contagious and
seemingly less deadly.
If UM students have had the same
experiences as the editors here, they’ve
witnessed the beginning of omicron
wave firsthand. Early January has seen
record-breaking numbers in Missoula
County. On Jan. 8, the health department
reported 266 new positive cases, the
county’s most in a single day. It seems like
everyone knows someone in Missoula who
is sick right now.
Active case peaks have yet to reach
numbers comparable to October 2021,
when delta was most prevalent, but the
current trend closely parallels that of last
fall. The county is in a red COVID-19 risk
level, with a weekly average of 146 cases
per 100,000 people. To put that in perspective, the “red” risk level starts when there
are more than 25 cases per 100,000.
So it’s obvious COVID-19 is spreading at
unprecedented speeds now, thanks to omicron. Even during the delta wave’s peak,
Missoula County never crested more than
100 cases per 100,000 people.
Things are changing quickly. There are
new recommendations, from masking to
vaccines.
Most recent guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
suggests we should be using KN95 or N95
masks — heavier duty than the cloth and
surgical masks worn by many and the only
type provided by UM. We understand the
CDC’s direction has continued to change,
and it could be difficult to keep up with
new guidelines. But UM has a responsibility to protect its students.
N95s should be supplied just as abundantly as cloth masks were — with two in
each student’s griz kit. As testing continues to have hours-long delays in the county, Curry needs to be ready for the influx
of symptomatic students looking for tests.
Things are expected to get worse before
they get better. In a beginning-of-semester email, UM’s Vice Provost for Student
Success Sarah Swager acknowledged these
challenges.

“We expect that students will test
positive for omicron and need to isolate,”
the email states. “We expect employee
absences due to their own illness or illness
in their families. We expect, despite our
best planning, there will be unexpected
issues, disruptions and difficulties in the
days ahead.”
But with county testing delays and an
overwhelmed contact tracing system, more
direct action than just encouraging good
hygiene and vaccine boosters needs to be
taken.
If we are going to continue with in-person education, the University has a duty to
equip its students and staff with the tools
to stay safe. Because omicron is so transmissible, anything we can do to mitigate
the spread should be priority number one.
Like it? Hate it? Wish we were dead?

email us your opinions at editor@montanakaimin.com

WALTER MEDCRAFT | MONTANA KAIMIN
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each student’s griz kit. As testing continues to have hours-long delays in the county, Curry needs to be ready for the influx
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Week of 1/17/22 - 1/23/22

Briefs & Blotter

The Weekly Crossword
1

Briefs: Ice skating returns, SCOTUS decides vax mandates and recreational marijuana
GRIFFEN SMITH
griffen.smith@umontana.edu

UM WINTER ACTIVITIES BEGIN
After the success of bringing back an
on-campus ice rink for the first time in
over 50 years last spring semester, the University of Montana returned the Oval pond
and other freezing activities for students
during the winter months.
The ice rink and conjoining fire pits
complement cross-country skiing and
outdoor training programs sponsored by
Campus Recreation.
“As we begin the third year of the pandemic, just as another variant is gripping
the nation, UM is thinking about safe ways
to foster community and engagement for
our students,” Sarah Swager, UM vice provost for student success, said in an email
to students. “Winter is a beautiful time on
campus, with lots of ways for students to
recreate, meet friends and enjoy the beginning of the semester together.”
The Campus Recreation and Outdoor
Program offer several trips and skill classes — including Nordic skiing, avalanche
training, ski and snowboard maintenance,
an overnight trip in Glacier National Park
and backpacking and mountaineering
instruction — before spring break.
The UM Golf Course, now groomed for
classic and skate skiing, is free and open
to the public. Campus Recreation rents
winter gear to students and community
members for a fee.
UM’s Gaming Den rents skates for $5
on a first-come-first-served basis. Students

and community members can also reserve
the ice rink for private use by calling UM
Events and Conference Services at 406243-4119.
To cap it all off, the University is planning a winter festival on Feb. 1 on the
Oval.

SCOTUS BLOCKS COMPANY VACCINE MANDATE, HEALTHCARE REQUIREMENT STANDS
President Joe Biden’s move to mandate
all employees at large companies get the
COVID-19 vaccine was overturned by the
U.S. Supreme Court last week, though the
court upheld a rule requiring healthcare
workers be vaccinated.
In a 6-3 vote, the conservative justices brought
down the mandate, put
into place by the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration. The
mandate would
have virtually affected every company with more
than 100 workers,
estimated to be 84
million people.
In its majority opinion, the court said the
requirements overstepped
OSHA’s authority to regulate
workplace safety standards, as the
vaccine mandate was classified as a public
health measure.
In a separate ruling, SCOTUS approved
a mandate for all U.S. healthcare workers

to be vaccinated. Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Brett Kavanaugh joined
the court’s liberals to argue that the Department of Health and Human Services
could issue a mandate in the name of a
public health initiative.
More than 11 million healthcare workers are now required to get the vaccine,
although there are alternatives like weekly
testing and mask requirements for unvaccinated workers.

COVID-19 UPDATE
The Missoula City-County Health Department reported seven new UM-affiliated
COVID-19 cases as the University nears 100 total active
cases.
Countywide, 122
cases were reported
over the weekend, driving up
the active case
number to nearly
2,000. The omicron variant has
sparked most new
COVID-19 cases
around the country.
Data from the
CDC suggests the new
variant is four times as
transmissible as the delta
variant, which peaked in Missoula
County in late October. Omicron, however,
has a lower hospitalization and death rate.
In Missoula, there was an average of
25 individuals hospitalized for the virus,

and two deaths since the start of January.
Those aged 20 to 29 continue to lead all
age groups in active cases, at 27%.
Roughly 62% of the county population
is fully vaccinated, and more than 70% of
people have received their first dose. The
lowest vaccinated adult group, those in
their 20s, is about 51% vaccinated.

MARIJUANA RAKES IN GREEN
More than a year after Montanans voted
to legalize recreational marijuana, dispensaries opened their doors to the adult
public Jan. 1, with some locations forming
lines around the side of the store.
The Montana Department of revenue
reported the marijuana industry made
more than $1.5 million during its first
weekend. Twenty percent of the money
made is taxed by the state and injected
into substance abuse programs.
The governor’s budget office estimated
there will be $130 million in recreational marijuana sales this year and $195.5
million in 2023. Medical marijuana is also
taxed at 4%.
Marijuana has been legal to possess
since voters passed two initiatives in the
2020 general election. Established dispensaries can sell to the public in 2022 and
new dispensaries can get a permit to sell
in 2023.
Montana is now among 18 states that
legalized the plant. Although states can
legalize marijuana, the federal government
still classifies the substance as illegal. Places that receive federal funding, like the
University of Montana, still ban the drug
on its property.

Blotter: Criminal mischief doesn’t go on break
ANDY TALLMAN
andy.tallman@umontana.edu
Between Dec. 18 and Jan. 14, the University of Montana Police Department
responded to nine calls. Don’t sit too comfortably, blotter reader, as this is likely the
lowest crime rate you’ll see for the next
four months.

SATURDAY 12/18 - END OF YEAR SHENANIGANS
Everyone procrastinates, and some miscreants put their lawbreaking off all the
way until winter break. Someone broke a

4
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light fixture on the stoop of Pantzer Hall
around 3 p.m. during the first Saturday of
winter break. Later that evening a laundry
theft occured at the University Villages
around midnight. There are no suspects
for either hijink.

THURSDAY 1/6 - SHOTS FIRED
A resident in Bannock Court accidentally fired a gun around 9:30 p.m. No one
was injured, but the bullet shot through
four sheetrock walls. The gun was legally
owned, but UMPD cited the owner for
conduct and criminally charged them
with illegally discharging a firearm in city
limits.

MONDAY 1/10 - DESTRUCTIVE DRIVER
Someone drove out of Lot H after hitting
another car, causing minor damage to the
passenger side and rear bumper. There are
no suspects.

WEDNESDAY 1/12 - BIG BROTHER’S
COMEBACK
Yet another unscrupulous driver damaged the side of another car around 10:30
a.m. in Lot G and fled. In a rare stroke
of luck, this time there’s video. UMPD is
investigating. Let prospective hit-and-runners beware: You never know when and
where Big Monte is watching you…
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ACROSS
1 Scrabble piece
67 Fine-tune, as
28 Early Yucatan
5 2006 film,
muscles
dweller
"Happy ____"
68 Ultimatum word
29 Matures
9 Help for the poor
30 Junction point
13 Bard of ___
DOWN
31 Battery contents
14 Columbus ship
1 Gold medalist
32 "Silver" or "soft"
15 Commuter line
Lipinski
ending
16 School military
2 Tusk material
33 Dutch ___
org.
3 State-run game
35 Bile duct
17 Hard coal
4 Completely
obstruction
19 Heavy guns
surround
38 Undergo change
21 Shakespearean
5 Contract details
40 Paycheck padder
title character
6 Get on board
43 Two cents worth
22 Bygone time
7 Type of alcohol
46 Spotted cat
23 Food critic's
8 "Art" anagram
48 Vacation rental
asset
9 Quiver carrier
50 Brief brawl
25 Gulf of Naples
10 Animal shelter
52 Erie or Suez
isle
11 Tiny insect
53 Old LP players
27 Nuremberg native 12 A whole bunch
54 Some are fine
31 Gone wrong?
14 Good buddy
55 Notary's tool
34 Hang around
18 Toward the
56 Hospital supplies
36 Give it ___ (try)
rudder
58 OH to MA
37 "B.C." character
20 Rustic locale
direction
39 Ticked off
24 Meeting itinerary
59 ___ the wiser
41 State of rage
26 Runway sights
61 Felix, for one
42 Countless
Answers to Previous Crossword:
44 Bud holder
45 Indicate
S O U L
M A S S
P L A C E
47 2018 film, "A
C L I P
V E L A R
A N N A
Quiet ____"
S C A N
M A R A S C H I N O
49 Black currant
M E T E
A B E D
H E D G E
liqueur
O U T G O
A D V I S E
51 Bridge feature
A F R I C A
T U N E R
54 Black ink item
D A N D E L I O N
T E P E E
57 Act as host
T A R N I S H
R A Y
D Y E
60 Incumbent's goal
S E D G E
I N T E R P O S E
62 Details, slangily
E R A S E
R O O M E D
63 Edible tuber
G E N I E
S P I N A L
64 Make amends
L U N E
E U R O
E N N U I
(for)
T A R T
A T T R A C T I O N
65 Land or stream
A L S O
E D G E
C O R A L
starter
H E E D
D E E M
K N O L L
66 Bed board

save for

2022
MCKENNA JOHNSON | MONTANA KAIMIN
CLARISE LARSON
clarise.larson@umontana.edu
Welcome to season three of our favorite reality show,
“Pandemic.” Yep, we still out here wearing masks and
shit (or at least we hope you are) and religiously checking
our Co-Star app to tell us what the fuck is going on. But
just because we might not be able to change our world’s
circumstances doesn’t mean we can’t change ourselves.
And, please take full offense — you need to change some
things. So, who will you be this year? Let’s find out.
AQUARIUS (JAN. 20–FEB. 18): *You (an empath) realizing
it’s a new year.* Nah, Aquarians, don’t worry. We know
you’re too ~quirky~ to participate in a trend like New
Year’s resolutions.
PISCES (FEB. 19–MARCH 20): This is less of a resolution and
more friendly advice: Get a pregnancy body pillow. You
need something to hold you from all angles — because
baby, you got some issues. You can’t keep hugging people
you don’t know at bars and calling everyone “bestie.”
ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): Take a deep breath before you
say something you literally don’t know the meaning of.
*BREAKING* The number of chicken strips you eat on
Chicken Strip Night™ is not a competition. Take a chill
pill, sweetheart. XOXO
TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): Make it a goal to leave your
room at least once a day. Even if it just means going to the
bathroom. Progress is progress.
GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): Just got off the phone with your
mom and she can confirm you still have commitment
issues. RIP the American Dream. Let’s start with small
commitments here: Buy a fish. Two weeks later, a dog.
Soon — boom! Commitment issues are gone and so is
your security deposit.

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): Your New Year’s resolution is
to actually take care of yourself. Focus on <3 you <3 and
stop putting all your energy toward that one bitch who
won’t love you back. Your first move? Drink some water to
replace all the tears shed in 2021.
LEO (JULY 23–AUG. 22): No matter how much you manifest
finding a rich partner to buy you a Tesla, it won’t hide the
fact you still live off your parents and haven’t had a job
since you quit babysitting in the seventh grade. Resolution: Sit down, be humble.
VIRGO (AUG. 23–SEP. 22): Learn to be OK with a little bit
of mess. Make it a goal to NOT make your bed every day.
Fuck the dishes every once in a while. Maybe even your
roommate’s boyfriend’s dog shit on the floor. Go crazy!
LIBRA (SEP. 23–OCT. 22): If your GPA was as good as your
aesthetic, you’d have Seth Bodnar wrapped around your
finger. But because you can’t write a persuasive essay
without ultimately agreeing with both sides, your grades
will be slacking. Your goal this year is to spend more time
on campus than at Goodwill.
SCORPIO (OCT. 23–NOV. 21): We can’t tell if you were serious or just joking about your resolution to finally form a
cult. But hey, you do you, king.
SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22–DEC. 22): Remember that long
resolution list you made on Dec. 31 when you drunkenly
said you wouldn’t break a single one? Well, yeah, none
of them made it past day one. Don’t worry we think you
only need to focus in on one thing: Learning when to shut
the fuck up. :)
CAPRICORN (DEC. 23–JAN. 19): You were so tight in 2021
that the stick in your ass has been fossilized. And that is
NOT a good thing. This year, learn to loosen up, please.
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After the success of bringing back an
on-campus ice rink for the first time in
over 50 years last spring semester, the University of Montana returned the Oval pond
and other freezing activities for students
during the winter months.
The ice rink and conjoining fire pits
complement cross-country skiing and
outdoor training programs sponsored by
Campus Recreation.
“As we begin the third year of the pandemic, just as another variant is gripping
the nation, UM is thinking about safe ways
to foster community and engagement for
our students,” Sarah Swager, UM vice provost for student success, said in an email
to students. “Winter is a beautiful time on
campus, with lots of ways for students to
recreate, meet friends and enjoy the beginning of the semester together.”
The Campus Recreation and Outdoor
Program offer several trips and skill classes — including Nordic skiing, avalanche
training, ski and snowboard maintenance,
an overnight trip in Glacier National Park
and backpacking and mountaineering
instruction — before spring break.
The UM Golf Course, now groomed for
classic and skate skiing, is free and open
to the public. Campus Recreation rents
winter gear to students and community
members for a fee.
UM’s Gaming Den rents skates for $5
on a first-come-first-served basis. Students

and community members can also reserve
the ice rink for private use by calling UM
Events and Conference Services at 406243-4119.
To cap it all off, the University is planning a winter festival on Feb. 1 on the
Oval.

SCOTUS BLOCKS COMPANY VACCINE MANDATE, HEALTHCARE REQUIREMENT STANDS
President Joe Biden’s move to mandate
all employees at large companies get the
COVID-19 vaccine was overturned by the
U.S. Supreme Court last week, though the
court upheld a rule requiring healthcare
workers be vaccinated.
In a 6-3 vote, the conservative justices brought
down the mandate, put
into place by the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration. The
mandate would
have virtually affected every company with more
than 100 workers,
estimated to be 84
million people.
In its majority opinion, the court said the
requirements overstepped
OSHA’s authority to regulate
workplace safety standards, as the
vaccine mandate was classified as a public
health measure.
In a separate ruling, SCOTUS approved
a mandate for all U.S. healthcare workers

to be vaccinated. Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Brett Kavanaugh joined
the court’s liberals to argue that the Department of Health and Human Services
could issue a mandate in the name of a
public health initiative.
More than 11 million healthcare workers are now required to get the vaccine,
although there are alternatives like weekly
testing and mask requirements for unvaccinated workers.

COVID-19 UPDATE
The Missoula City-County Health Department reported seven new UM-affiliated
COVID-19 cases as the University nears 100 total active
cases.
Countywide, 122
cases were reported
over the weekend, driving up
the active case
number to nearly
2,000. The omicron variant has
sparked most new
COVID-19 cases
around the country.
Data from the
CDC suggests the new
variant is four times as
transmissible as the delta
variant, which peaked in Missoula
County in late October. Omicron, however,
has a lower hospitalization and death rate.
In Missoula, there was an average of
25 individuals hospitalized for the virus,

and two deaths since the start of January.
Those aged 20 to 29 continue to lead all
age groups in active cases, at 27%.
Roughly 62% of the county population
is fully vaccinated, and more than 70% of
people have received their first dose. The
lowest vaccinated adult group, those in
their 20s, is about 51% vaccinated.

MARIJUANA RAKES IN GREEN
More than a year after Montanans voted
to legalize recreational marijuana, dispensaries opened their doors to the adult
public Jan. 1, with some locations forming
lines around the side of the store.
The Montana Department of revenue
reported the marijuana industry made
more than $1.5 million during its first
weekend. Twenty percent of the money
made is taxed by the state and injected
into substance abuse programs.
The governor’s budget office estimated
there will be $130 million in recreational marijuana sales this year and $195.5
million in 2023. Medical marijuana is also
taxed at 4%.
Marijuana has been legal to possess
since voters passed two initiatives in the
2020 general election. Established dispensaries can sell to the public in 2022 and
new dispensaries can get a permit to sell
in 2023.
Montana is now among 18 states that
legalized the plant. Although states can
legalize marijuana, the federal government
still classifies the substance as illegal. Places that receive federal funding, like the
University of Montana, still ban the drug
on its property.

Blotter: Criminal mischief doesn’t go on break
ANDY TALLMAN
andy.tallman@umontana.edu
Between Dec. 18 and Jan. 14, the University of Montana Police Department
responded to nine calls. Don’t sit too comfortably, blotter reader, as this is likely the
lowest crime rate you’ll see for the next
four months.

SATURDAY 12/18 - END OF YEAR SHENANIGANS
Everyone procrastinates, and some miscreants put their lawbreaking off all the
way until winter break. Someone broke a
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light fixture on the stoop of Pantzer Hall
around 3 p.m. during the first Saturday of
winter break. Later that evening a laundry
theft occured at the University Villages
around midnight. There are no suspects
for either hijink.

THURSDAY 1/6 - SHOTS FIRED
A resident in Bannock Court accidentally fired a gun around 9:30 p.m. No one
was injured, but the bullet shot through
four sheetrock walls. The gun was legally
owned, but UMPD cited the owner for
conduct and criminally charged them
with illegally discharging a firearm in city
limits.

MONDAY 1/10 - DESTRUCTIVE DRIVER
Someone drove out of Lot H after hitting
another car, causing minor damage to the
passenger side and rear bumper. There are
no suspects.

WEDNESDAY 1/12 - BIG BROTHER’S
COMEBACK
Yet another unscrupulous driver damaged the side of another car around 10:30
a.m. in Lot G and fled. In a rare stroke
of luck, this time there’s video. UMPD is
investigating. Let prospective hit-and-runners beware: You never know when and
where Big Monte is watching you…
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ACROSS
1 Scrabble piece
67 Fine-tune, as
28 Early Yucatan
5 2006 film,
muscles
dweller
"Happy ____"
68 Ultimatum word
29 Matures
9 Help for the poor
30 Junction point
13 Bard of ___
DOWN
31 Battery contents
14 Columbus ship
1 Gold medalist
32 "Silver" or "soft"
15 Commuter line
Lipinski
ending
16 School military
2 Tusk material
33 Dutch ___
org.
3 State-run game
35 Bile duct
17 Hard coal
4 Completely
obstruction
19 Heavy guns
surround
38 Undergo change
21 Shakespearean
5 Contract details
40 Paycheck padder
title character
6 Get on board
43 Two cents worth
22 Bygone time
7 Type of alcohol
46 Spotted cat
23 Food critic's
8 "Art" anagram
48 Vacation rental
asset
9 Quiver carrier
50 Brief brawl
25 Gulf of Naples
10 Animal shelter
52 Erie or Suez
isle
11 Tiny insect
53 Old LP players
27 Nuremberg native 12 A whole bunch
54 Some are fine
31 Gone wrong?
14 Good buddy
55 Notary's tool
34 Hang around
18 Toward the
56 Hospital supplies
36 Give it ___ (try)
rudder
58 OH to MA
37 "B.C." character
20 Rustic locale
direction
39 Ticked off
24 Meeting itinerary
59 ___ the wiser
41 State of rage
26 Runway sights
61 Felix, for one
42 Countless
Answers to Previous Crossword:
44 Bud holder
45 Indicate
S O U L
M A S S
P L A C E
47 2018 film, "A
C L I P
V E L A R
A N N A
Quiet ____"
S C A N
M A R A S C H I N O
49 Black currant
M E T E
A B E D
H E D G E
liqueur
O U T G O
A D V I S E
51 Bridge feature
A F R I C A
T U N E R
54 Black ink item
D A N D E L I O N
T E P E E
57 Act as host
T A R N I S H
R A Y
D Y E
60 Incumbent's goal
S E D G E
I N T E R P O S E
62 Details, slangily
E R A S E
R O O M E D
63 Edible tuber
G E N I E
S P I N A L
64 Make amends
L U N E
E U R O
E N N U I
(for)
T A R T
A T T R A C T I O N
65 Land or stream
A L S O
E D G E
C O R A L
starter
H E E D
D E E M
K N O L L
66 Bed board

save for
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CLARISE LARSON
clarise.larson@umontana.edu
Welcome to season three of our favorite reality show,
“Pandemic.” Yep, we still out here wearing masks and
shit (or at least we hope you are) and religiously checking
our Co-Star app to tell us what the fuck is going on. But
just because we might not be able to change our world’s
circumstances doesn’t mean we can’t change ourselves.
And, please take full offense — you need to change some
things. So, who will you be this year? Let’s find out.
AQUARIUS (JAN. 20–FEB. 18): *You (an empath) realizing
it’s a new year.* Nah, Aquarians, don’t worry. We know
you’re too ~quirky~ to participate in a trend like New
Year’s resolutions.
PISCES (FEB. 19–MARCH 20): This is less of a resolution and
more friendly advice: Get a pregnancy body pillow. You
need something to hold you from all angles — because
baby, you got some issues. You can’t keep hugging people
you don’t know at bars and calling everyone “bestie.”
ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): Take a deep breath before you
say something you literally don’t know the meaning of.
*BREAKING* The number of chicken strips you eat on
Chicken Strip Night™ is not a competition. Take a chill
pill, sweetheart. XOXO
TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): Make it a goal to leave your
room at least once a day. Even if it just means going to the
bathroom. Progress is progress.
GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): Just got off the phone with your
mom and she can confirm you still have commitment
issues. RIP the American Dream. Let’s start with small
commitments here: Buy a fish. Two weeks later, a dog.
Soon — boom! Commitment issues are gone and so is
your security deposit.

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): Your New Year’s resolution is
to actually take care of yourself. Focus on <3 you <3 and
stop putting all your energy toward that one bitch who
won’t love you back. Your first move? Drink some water to
replace all the tears shed in 2021.
LEO (JULY 23–AUG. 22): No matter how much you manifest
finding a rich partner to buy you a Tesla, it won’t hide the
fact you still live off your parents and haven’t had a job
since you quit babysitting in the seventh grade. Resolution: Sit down, be humble.
VIRGO (AUG. 23–SEP. 22): Learn to be OK with a little bit
of mess. Make it a goal to NOT make your bed every day.
Fuck the dishes every once in a while. Maybe even your
roommate’s boyfriend’s dog shit on the floor. Go crazy!
LIBRA (SEP. 23–OCT. 22): If your GPA was as good as your
aesthetic, you’d have Seth Bodnar wrapped around your
finger. But because you can’t write a persuasive essay
without ultimately agreeing with both sides, your grades
will be slacking. Your goal this year is to spend more time
on campus than at Goodwill.
SCORPIO (OCT. 23–NOV. 21): We can’t tell if you were serious or just joking about your resolution to finally form a
cult. But hey, you do you, king.
SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22–DEC. 22): Remember that long
resolution list you made on Dec. 31 when you drunkenly
said you wouldn’t break a single one? Well, yeah, none
of them made it past day one. Don’t worry we think you
only need to focus in on one thing: Learning when to shut
the fuck up. :)
CAPRICORN (DEC. 23–JAN. 19): You were so tight in 2021
that the stick in your ass has been fossilized. And that is
NOT a good thing. This year, learn to loosen up, please.
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Missoula County, UM brace for spring semester COVID-19 surge
EMILY TSCHETTER
emily.tschetter@umontana.edu
Students returned to an in-person University of Montana campus this week during the
largest and most rapid surge of COVID-19
since the onset of the pandemic.
The Missoula City-County Health Department reported 266 new active cases Jan. 8,
the record for the most daily new cases in
Missoula County. Average daily cases per
100,000 people reached a record 152 on Jan.
13, compared to the previous record of 140 the
day before.
UM opted to preserve in-person instruction
on campus by continuing quarantine-inclusive
teaching through some hybrid learning models, isolation housing for on-campus students
and enforcing the mask mandate in all indoor
spaces.
The omicron variant causes milder symptoms and less frequent hospitalizations than
previous virus strains, yet its high transmissibility is causing unprecedented case surges,
even among vaccinated people.
“The vaccinations definitely help, but they
don’t protect entirely. I think it’s upon us to
say it’s time to double down on protections
for a few more weeks to get through this,” said
Jeffrey Adams, medical director of the Curry
Health Center. “The good news is it looks like
if we follow some other models this is going to
rise and fall relatively quickly. It’s kind of now
just ‘How can we best weather the storm?’”
In Missoula County, new cases of vaccinated and unvaccinated people are nearly
identical, according to health department data.
Hospitalization rates for the virus stood at 24
on Jan. 14, roughly half the number during the
county’s delta variant spike.
The county reported 98 UM-affiliated active
cases Jan. 16 as many students returned to
Missoula for the first days of spring classes.
Medical professionals and UM administrators
both anticipate a significant rise in cases as
students reconvene for classes.
“We fully expect the omicron spike will
continue, as it already has, reach higher numbers more quickly than any previous surge
in Missoula,” said D’Shane Barnett, Missoula
City County public health director. “Even the
CDC knows that at this point, we really are
not going to be able to fully stop the spread of
this virus, and as long as this virus has a virgin
population, it’s going to spread and it’s going
to mutate.”
UM continues to say it cannot independently issue a campus-wide vaccine mandate without Board of Regents approval. Dave Kuntz,
the UM director of strategic communications,
said the campus mask mandate will continue
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UM selects Mahdavi as new provost
CHRISTINE COMPTON
christine.compton@umontana.edu

Curry Health Center Pharmacy Manager Kenneth Chatriand administers the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to Julia Schechter, a UM student working at Griz Health,
on Jan. 6, 2021. UM students returned this week to an in-person semester as cases in and around Missoula County surge because of the omicron variant. SARAH
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through the spread of omicron.
“We’re likely going to face a significant spike
when people return to campus,” Kuntz said.
“So, there’s no plan in the near term to pull
that mask recommendation down.”
Kuntz said the Covid Response Team, a
coalition of UM administrators and county
health professionals, will continue evaluating mitigation efforts like desk spacing and
case-tracking class seating charts daily as case
numbers shift.
“UM’s approach to instruction will be the
exact same this spring semester as it was in the
fall, so we’re going to be pushing to maintain
as much in-person instruction as possible,”
Kuntz said. “We’re acknowledging that there’s
going to likely be a spike in cases this semester
and encouraging flexibility among faculty if a
student is sick.”
Unlike previous points in the pandemic,
Missoula County is confident in its testing
capabilities for the increased demand. It is

considering opening another city-wide testing
site to supplement the current West Broadway
location, and partnering with Curry Health
Center to use county resources for the campus
population.
“I look at this data every day, and I open
the page and almost cringe, like, ‘What am I
going to look at today?’” Adams said. “We have
probably about 1,000 COVID tests that we
can administer to students that are purchased
already, and the county could help us when
the spike really increases cases, which we’re
working on.”
Barnett expressed frustration with the lack
of policies institutions can use to mitigate
COVID-19, and said individuals need to limit
social activities without a fully-vaccinated
population.
“I don’t think individual behavior policies
are ideal, it’s us making the best of a bad circumstance. Since the institutions cannot stop
the spread, our next best hope is that individu-

als will step up and do so,” Barnett said. “We’re
in a place where we have to depend on people
to do the right thing. And that’s never a good
feeling when you’re the one doing the right
thing and the other people aren’t.”
Missoula County residents aged 20 to 29
accounted for 27% of active cases Jan. 16,
the largest share by age demographic in
the county. Medical professionals and UM
administrators urged students to get vaccinated and practice social distancing while cases
increased to avoid further restrictions during
the semester.
“Students really have so much power to control how far this goes, because last semester
we saw almost all contact occurring out of the
classrooms and the spread was mostly in social circles,” Adams said. “That’s the key point
in this wave: How are you going to manage
your need for socialization versus being careful and thinking about the community?”

The University of Montana selected the
school’s first permanent provost since Jon
Harbor’s departure in spring 2020 — filling
the University’s second highest office.
Pardis Mahdavi, a social science dean
from Arizona State University, was selected as UM’s Provost from five finalists identified by UM’s provost search committee.
The Provost Office, which operates in
the president’s cabinet, oversees individual
college deans, student support programs
and academic affairs.
The committee used a search firm called
AGB Search to cast a wide net across the
country, committee chair Alan Townsend
said. Interviews narrowed the candidate
pool to the five professionals who toured
campus and vied for the job.
While the committee could express
its opinions on candidates, President
Seth Bodnar had the final say. The entire
process took about a year. The president’s
final selection came in the form of a phone
call to Mahdavi.
“When president Bodnar called me to
offer the job, I had to pinch myself — I
thought it wasn’t real,” Mahdavi said in an
email. “I tried to play it cool, but inside I
was doing cartwheels.”
At Arizona State, Mahdavi oversees
30,000 students and 800 faculty members.
She has also served at two other schools
and consulted for the U.S. government,
Google Inc. and the United Nations, according to her personal website.
Academic officers of UM were impressed with her extensive experience and
sincere attitude, Townsend said.
“I’ve been doing this a long time, doing
these committees and participating, and
she is as compelling and potentially gifted
a leader as anybody I can remember
working with in an interview process in all
those years,” Townsend said. “She could be
anywhere. It says a lot about UM that she
wants to work here.”
Mahdavi said she felt an instant connection with the UM search committee.
She said she was similarly impressed with
UM’s “incredible breadth and depth of
expertise.”
“UM has strength in so many areas,
and a highly supportive staff and talented
students who are eager not just to learn,
but want to learn in order to make social
change,” Mahdavi said.
Mahdavi’s selection represents future

stability at UM, Townsend said.
Harbor, UM’s previous permanent provost, left UM in spring 2020 to join Purdue
Global University. Acting Provost Reed
Humphrey moved from UM’s College of
Health to temporarily hold the post.
The University has seen many leadership changes in the past decade. Archived
University catalogs show none of UM’s
current deans held their positions in 2018.
Humphrey recalled working for five provosts and three presidents during his six
years as dean of UM’s College of Health.
These changes create disruption for students and faculty alike, Townsend said.
Some programs were given a back seat
due to searches for provosts and deans,
Humphrey said, citing UM Health and
Medicine and the Neural Injury Center.
“That was another big piece of the
provost search,” Townsend said. “The
institution really needs some continuity in
leadership to get things done, and I’m quite
confident that’s Pardis’ intent around this.”
Mahdavi is expected to begin working
for UM no later than early summer. She
plans to visit campus sporadically over the
next few months, Humphrey said.
Humphrey will be working closely with
Mahdavi to prepare her for challenging
provost responsibilities, like managing the
University budget, student retention and
the searches for two new deans — one for
the College of Humanities and Sciences
and the other for the Alexander Blewett III
School of Law.
If the searches go well, the University
can expect new deans to be selected within a year, Townsend said.
Mahdavi said she’s excited to uplift
students, staff and faculty of UM using five
principles of higher education; inclusion,
impact, innovation, interdisciplinarity and
intentionality. Mahdavi said she’s eager to
work with Bodnar to support his “incredibly inclusive and innovative vision.”
“UM has it all,” Mahdavi said. “I am unbelievably excited I get to join this team.”
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Missoula County, UM brace for spring semester COVID-19 surge
EMILY TSCHETTER
emily.tschetter@umontana.edu
Students returned to an in-person University of Montana campus this week during the
largest and most rapid surge of COVID-19
since the onset of the pandemic.
The Missoula City-County Health Department reported 266 new active cases Jan. 8,
the record for the most daily new cases in
Missoula County. Average daily cases per
100,000 people reached a record 152 on Jan.
13, compared to the previous record of 140 the
day before.
UM opted to preserve in-person instruction
on campus by continuing quarantine-inclusive
teaching through some hybrid learning models, isolation housing for on-campus students
and enforcing the mask mandate in all indoor
spaces.
The omicron variant causes milder symptoms and less frequent hospitalizations than
previous virus strains, yet its high transmissibility is causing unprecedented case surges,
even among vaccinated people.
“The vaccinations definitely help, but they
don’t protect entirely. I think it’s upon us to
say it’s time to double down on protections
for a few more weeks to get through this,” said
Jeffrey Adams, medical director of the Curry
Health Center. “The good news is it looks like
if we follow some other models this is going to
rise and fall relatively quickly. It’s kind of now
just ‘How can we best weather the storm?’”
In Missoula County, new cases of vaccinated and unvaccinated people are nearly
identical, according to health department data.
Hospitalization rates for the virus stood at 24
on Jan. 14, roughly half the number during the
county’s delta variant spike.
The county reported 98 UM-affiliated active
cases Jan. 16 as many students returned to
Missoula for the first days of spring classes.
Medical professionals and UM administrators
both anticipate a significant rise in cases as
students reconvene for classes.
“We fully expect the omicron spike will
continue, as it already has, reach higher numbers more quickly than any previous surge
in Missoula,” said D’Shane Barnett, Missoula
City County public health director. “Even the
CDC knows that at this point, we really are
not going to be able to fully stop the spread of
this virus, and as long as this virus has a virgin
population, it’s going to spread and it’s going
to mutate.”
UM continues to say it cannot independently issue a campus-wide vaccine mandate without Board of Regents approval. Dave Kuntz,
the UM director of strategic communications,
said the campus mask mandate will continue
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Curry Health Center Pharmacy Manager Kenneth Chatriand administers the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to Julia Schechter, a UM student working at Griz Health,
on Jan. 6, 2021. UM students returned this week to an in-person semester as cases in and around Missoula County surge because of the omicron variant. SARAH
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through the spread of omicron.
“We’re likely going to face a significant spike
when people return to campus,” Kuntz said.
“So, there’s no plan in the near term to pull
that mask recommendation down.”
Kuntz said the Covid Response Team, a
coalition of UM administrators and county
health professionals, will continue evaluating mitigation efforts like desk spacing and
case-tracking class seating charts daily as case
numbers shift.
“UM’s approach to instruction will be the
exact same this spring semester as it was in the
fall, so we’re going to be pushing to maintain
as much in-person instruction as possible,”
Kuntz said. “We’re acknowledging that there’s
going to likely be a spike in cases this semester
and encouraging flexibility among faculty if a
student is sick.”
Unlike previous points in the pandemic,
Missoula County is confident in its testing
capabilities for the increased demand. It is

considering opening another city-wide testing
site to supplement the current West Broadway
location, and partnering with Curry Health
Center to use county resources for the campus
population.
“I look at this data every day, and I open
the page and almost cringe, like, ‘What am I
going to look at today?’” Adams said. “We have
probably about 1,000 COVID tests that we
can administer to students that are purchased
already, and the county could help us when
the spike really increases cases, which we’re
working on.”
Barnett expressed frustration with the lack
of policies institutions can use to mitigate
COVID-19, and said individuals need to limit
social activities without a fully-vaccinated
population.
“I don’t think individual behavior policies
are ideal, it’s us making the best of a bad circumstance. Since the institutions cannot stop
the spread, our next best hope is that individu-

als will step up and do so,” Barnett said. “We’re
in a place where we have to depend on people
to do the right thing. And that’s never a good
feeling when you’re the one doing the right
thing and the other people aren’t.”
Missoula County residents aged 20 to 29
accounted for 27% of active cases Jan. 16,
the largest share by age demographic in
the county. Medical professionals and UM
administrators urged students to get vaccinated and practice social distancing while cases
increased to avoid further restrictions during
the semester.
“Students really have so much power to control how far this goes, because last semester
we saw almost all contact occurring out of the
classrooms and the spread was mostly in social circles,” Adams said. “That’s the key point
in this wave: How are you going to manage
your need for socialization versus being careful and thinking about the community?”

The University of Montana selected the
school’s first permanent provost since Jon
Harbor’s departure in spring 2020 — filling
the University’s second highest office.
Pardis Mahdavi, a social science dean
from Arizona State University, was selected as UM’s Provost from five finalists identified by UM’s provost search committee.
The Provost Office, which operates in
the president’s cabinet, oversees individual
college deans, student support programs
and academic affairs.
The committee used a search firm called
AGB Search to cast a wide net across the
country, committee chair Alan Townsend
said. Interviews narrowed the candidate
pool to the five professionals who toured
campus and vied for the job.
While the committee could express
its opinions on candidates, President
Seth Bodnar had the final say. The entire
process took about a year. The president’s
final selection came in the form of a phone
call to Mahdavi.
“When president Bodnar called me to
offer the job, I had to pinch myself — I
thought it wasn’t real,” Mahdavi said in an
email. “I tried to play it cool, but inside I
was doing cartwheels.”
At Arizona State, Mahdavi oversees
30,000 students and 800 faculty members.
She has also served at two other schools
and consulted for the U.S. government,
Google Inc. and the United Nations, according to her personal website.
Academic officers of UM were impressed with her extensive experience and
sincere attitude, Townsend said.
“I’ve been doing this a long time, doing
these committees and participating, and
she is as compelling and potentially gifted
a leader as anybody I can remember
working with in an interview process in all
those years,” Townsend said. “She could be
anywhere. It says a lot about UM that she
wants to work here.”
Mahdavi said she felt an instant connection with the UM search committee.
She said she was similarly impressed with
UM’s “incredible breadth and depth of
expertise.”
“UM has strength in so many areas,
and a highly supportive staff and talented
students who are eager not just to learn,
but want to learn in order to make social
change,” Mahdavi said.
Mahdavi’s selection represents future

stability at UM, Townsend said.
Harbor, UM’s previous permanent provost, left UM in spring 2020 to join Purdue
Global University. Acting Provost Reed
Humphrey moved from UM’s College of
Health to temporarily hold the post.
The University has seen many leadership changes in the past decade. Archived
University catalogs show none of UM’s
current deans held their positions in 2018.
Humphrey recalled working for five provosts and three presidents during his six
years as dean of UM’s College of Health.
These changes create disruption for students and faculty alike, Townsend said.
Some programs were given a back seat
due to searches for provosts and deans,
Humphrey said, citing UM Health and
Medicine and the Neural Injury Center.
“That was another big piece of the
provost search,” Townsend said. “The
institution really needs some continuity in
leadership to get things done, and I’m quite
confident that’s Pardis’ intent around this.”
Mahdavi is expected to begin working
for UM no later than early summer. She
plans to visit campus sporadically over the
next few months, Humphrey said.
Humphrey will be working closely with
Mahdavi to prepare her for challenging
provost responsibilities, like managing the
University budget, student retention and
the searches for two new deans — one for
the College of Humanities and Sciences
and the other for the Alexander Blewett III
School of Law.
If the searches go well, the University
can expect new deans to be selected within a year, Townsend said.
Mahdavi said she’s excited to uplift
students, staff and faculty of UM using five
principles of higher education; inclusion,
impact, innovation, interdisciplinarity and
intentionality. Mahdavi said she’s eager to
work with Bodnar to support his “incredibly inclusive and innovative vision.”
“UM has it all,” Mahdavi said. “I am unbelievably excited I get to join this team.”
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Antonio Ibarra

The recent budget cuts to the College of Humanities and Sciences and early retirement of faculty all around the college pose problems for University of Montana senior Menodora LeMaster. As a Japanese major with a
minor in Chinese, LeMaster says she had difficulty finding enough classes to fulfill her degree requirements as the University leaves open vacant positions left by professors who opted for early retirement.

T

HE FACTORS that led
Menodora LeMaster
from Kansas to the University of Montana happened by chance. She
bounced around, living
in Portland and Japan
and finally settling in
Missoula, enrolling at UM to study languages in the College of Humanities and
Sciences. Now, like many at UM’s largest
college, she’s navigating continuing cuts
to faculty, classes and programs tied to the
deep and historic drop in enrollment.
LeMaster got here by way of a friend
from Portland who’d started a film studio
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in Butte. After her time as a student in
Japan, she was a little bit broke and came
back to the States, where she decided to
help out her friend in Montana. But when
her friend didn’t pay her, she decided
school was her next move, talking her
way into in-state tuition. She heard about
UM in Missoula and it was the only state
school she thought to consider.
“I’m one of those people who just kind
of fell into this town,” LeMaster said.
She started by studying languages, but
wasn’t set on a major. She tried out both
journalism and art, ultimately landing on
Japanese. She’s also working on a Chinese
minor.

“There’s a whole world out there if you
learn other languages,” LeMaster said.
For her interests, background and goals,
UM made sense. It’s long been known as
the state’s home for the liberal arts with
robust course selections. The College of
Humanities and Sciences is still UM’s largest college, according to the college’s website, with 42% of undergraduate students
and 80% of its general education courses
— the ones on course menus every student
needs to pick from to graduate.
But the College of Humanities and
Sciences has also been on the block for a
while, taking hit after hit since the cuts at
UM tied to drops in enrollment started in

earnest in 2015. Almost 70% of the University’s $15 million in budget cuts since then
have come from H&S, according to a document released by faculty protesting the
cuts last spring — and it will get worse. Another $2.6 million in cuts are set to impact
the college by 2023. That’s in combination
with what amounts to buy-outs. Fifteen senior faculty members in the college agreed
to take early retirement incentives from
the University this year.
Dave Kuntz, spokesman for UM, said the
University based its most recent budget
cuts on a model that weighs student credit
hours offered by each college, number
of majors offered and each college’s cost

of research, known as expenditures. UM
compounded the cuts to H&S with the
retirement initiative. Kuntz said this was
a one-time offering that goes hand-in-hand
with the new budget model — by encouraging senior faculty (who are paid more)
to take the early retirement packages,
the University can hire other instructors
for less cost to UM. Faculty offered early
retirement had to be on the high end of an
equation: years of service plus age, adding
up to at least 85. Kuntz said this allowed
UM to offer the incentive in a targeted
way.
When UM rolled out its new budget
model last spring, an anonymous group
identified only as faculty and staff publicly
opposed the cuts to the College of Humanities and Sciences. They released a detailed
protest with no signatures on the website
betterumbudget.org. In it, they questioned
why the number of majors offered and
research expenditures of colleges were
included in the model. They argued H&S
would fare better if student credit hours
were the only factor considered.
In previous reporting from the Kaimin following the budget model’s release,
professors and department chairs across
the College of Humanities and Sciences
expressed concerns about holes left behind
when colleagues retired without their positions filled. Who would teach their classes?
Following publication of the opposition
document, students organized a protest on
the Oval in March 2021, where protestors
called on the school to “Save UM Humanities.” More than 100 students joined in,
and Save UM Humanities promised more
action. But since then, there’s been little
advocacy or protest by students.
At the center of these cuts are students
like LeMaster, working to complete their
majors, and faculty members attempting
to maintain and grow the programs getting
cut around them.

An uphill battle
A “UM on the Rise” initiative proposed
budget cuts to 16 majors and minors at the
University in 2018. The initiative, under
Provost Jon Harbor, proposed to cut 11 majors and minors in the College of Humanities and Sciences: the Global Humanities
and Religions major and minor, the South
and Southeast Asian studies minor and the
film studies option offered by the English
major. UM’s languages were to combine
into one World Languages and Cultures
major, too.
UM on the Rise was an umbrella term
for some of the initiatives Harbor was
pushing when he was provost, according
to Kuntz.
“It wasn’t a formal, real, concrete plan,
but rather some of the things he was
pushing in terms of the academic budget to

University of Montana student and “Save the Humanities” protest organizer Jolie Scribner, left, talks to French professor Mladen Kozul outside of Main Hall during a
sit-in protest led by students and faculty on March 26, 2021. Scribner, who has been at UM since 2016, is a Master’s student in the history department and said she’s
disappointed about UM’s proposed budget cut to the College of Humanities. “Through my time at UM, I’ve seen the detrimental effects of past budget cuts to our
college,” she said. “Any further cuts will severely hurt the integrity of our university.”
really sell to our campus and the community ... were strategic decisions that were
made as UM was turning on this upswing
that we’re on now,” Kuntz said.
Kuntz said the full plan didn’t go into effect when Harbor left UM. But many of the
cuts under this initiative still happened.
The College of Humanities and Sciences
doesn’t offer the Global Humanities and
Religions major or minor; the languages
were, in fact, combined into one World
Languages and Cultures major; and the
film studies option is no longer offered
under the English major.
The exception is the South and Southeast Asian studies minor. G.G. Weix, co-director of the minor, said that program was
on the chopping block a couple years ago,
since it was part of the Global Humanities
and Religions major. But the program was
donor-funded and ran on its own, even
without help from the major. When Weix
and other faculty protested its cut at the
faculty senate, the senate voted to maintain the program.
On Nov. 7, 2018, Harbor’s office sent
an email message to students about the

UM on the Rise cuts. The email said the
colleges had all submitted plans based
on “instructional staffing budget targets.”
It told students to look at the UM on the
Rise initiative to see what cuts were on the
table.
For Tanner Gryder, who was a sophomore at the time in the Global Humanities
and Religions major, these cuts had a
heavy impact. The University allowed him
to finish the major he was pursuing, but
Gryder said many of the courses he needed for his degree weren’t offered. He filled
many of his degree requirements through
study abroad options instead. He graduated in the spring of 2021 with a Global
Humanities and Religions degree.
“To my knowledge, there’s never been a
scenario where an academic program has
been sunsetted and it’s left students within
that pipeline without a route to finish that
degree,” Kuntz said.
Kuntz said the University’s planning
looks to the future in these instances.
He said the goal is to make sure students
aren’t disrupted as they work toward
degrees.

LeMaster, in contrast to Gryder, said
even though the Japanese major she’s
completing only has two professors in the
department, there are enough course offerings for her to finish this spring.
“I feel bad for the professors though,”
LeMaster said. “I don’t know how they
manage to do so much. I know it’s been
hard on Professor Michihiro Ama in
particular. It would be nice if we had more
professors to take some of the load off.”
Instead, UM is moving forward with
plans for putting the proposed spring 2021
budget into action. Kuntz said this budget
model is supposed to reflect student interests following UM’s enrollment decline
from 2011 to 2020.
“When you look at that enrollment decline, it wasn’t an equitable decline across
all the colleges,” Kuntz said. “For example,
the College of Humanities and Sciences is
down 45% in student credit hours during
that time where other colleges have been
flat and some colleges, like the College
of Forestry, have been growing in recent
years.”
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The recent budget cuts to the College of Humanities and Sciences and early retirement of faculty all around the college pose problems for University of Montana senior Menodora LeMaster. As a Japanese major with a
minor in Chinese, LeMaster says she had difficulty finding enough classes to fulfill her degree requirements as the University leaves open vacant positions left by professors who opted for early retirement.
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HE FACTORS that led
Menodora LeMaster
from Kansas to the University of Montana happened by chance. She
bounced around, living
in Portland and Japan
and finally settling in
Missoula, enrolling at UM to study languages in the College of Humanities and
Sciences. Now, like many at UM’s largest
college, she’s navigating continuing cuts
to faculty, classes and programs tied to the
deep and historic drop in enrollment.
LeMaster got here by way of a friend
from Portland who’d started a film studio
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in Butte. After her time as a student in
Japan, she was a little bit broke and came
back to the States, where she decided to
help out her friend in Montana. But when
her friend didn’t pay her, she decided
school was her next move, talking her
way into in-state tuition. She heard about
UM in Missoula and it was the only state
school she thought to consider.
“I’m one of those people who just kind
of fell into this town,” LeMaster said.
She started by studying languages, but
wasn’t set on a major. She tried out both
journalism and art, ultimately landing on
Japanese. She’s also working on a Chinese
minor.

“There’s a whole world out there if you
learn other languages,” LeMaster said.
For her interests, background and goals,
UM made sense. It’s long been known as
the state’s home for the liberal arts with
robust course selections. The College of
Humanities and Sciences is still UM’s largest college, according to the college’s website, with 42% of undergraduate students
and 80% of its general education courses
— the ones on course menus every student
needs to pick from to graduate.
But the College of Humanities and
Sciences has also been on the block for a
while, taking hit after hit since the cuts at
UM tied to drops in enrollment started in

earnest in 2015. Almost 70% of the University’s $15 million in budget cuts since then
have come from H&S, according to a document released by faculty protesting the
cuts last spring — and it will get worse. Another $2.6 million in cuts are set to impact
the college by 2023. That’s in combination
with what amounts to buy-outs. Fifteen senior faculty members in the college agreed
to take early retirement incentives from
the University this year.
Dave Kuntz, spokesman for UM, said the
University based its most recent budget
cuts on a model that weighs student credit
hours offered by each college, number
of majors offered and each college’s cost

of research, known as expenditures. UM
compounded the cuts to H&S with the
retirement initiative. Kuntz said this was
a one-time offering that goes hand-in-hand
with the new budget model — by encouraging senior faculty (who are paid more)
to take the early retirement packages,
the University can hire other instructors
for less cost to UM. Faculty offered early
retirement had to be on the high end of an
equation: years of service plus age, adding
up to at least 85. Kuntz said this allowed
UM to offer the incentive in a targeted
way.
When UM rolled out its new budget
model last spring, an anonymous group
identified only as faculty and staff publicly
opposed the cuts to the College of Humanities and Sciences. They released a detailed
protest with no signatures on the website
betterumbudget.org. In it, they questioned
why the number of majors offered and
research expenditures of colleges were
included in the model. They argued H&S
would fare better if student credit hours
were the only factor considered.
In previous reporting from the Kaimin following the budget model’s release,
professors and department chairs across
the College of Humanities and Sciences
expressed concerns about holes left behind
when colleagues retired without their positions filled. Who would teach their classes?
Following publication of the opposition
document, students organized a protest on
the Oval in March 2021, where protestors
called on the school to “Save UM Humanities.” More than 100 students joined in,
and Save UM Humanities promised more
action. But since then, there’s been little
advocacy or protest by students.
At the center of these cuts are students
like LeMaster, working to complete their
majors, and faculty members attempting
to maintain and grow the programs getting
cut around them.

An uphill battle
A “UM on the Rise” initiative proposed
budget cuts to 16 majors and minors at the
University in 2018. The initiative, under
Provost Jon Harbor, proposed to cut 11 majors and minors in the College of Humanities and Sciences: the Global Humanities
and Religions major and minor, the South
and Southeast Asian studies minor and the
film studies option offered by the English
major. UM’s languages were to combine
into one World Languages and Cultures
major, too.
UM on the Rise was an umbrella term
for some of the initiatives Harbor was
pushing when he was provost, according
to Kuntz.
“It wasn’t a formal, real, concrete plan,
but rather some of the things he was
pushing in terms of the academic budget to

University of Montana student and “Save the Humanities” protest organizer Jolie Scribner, left, talks to French professor Mladen Kozul outside of Main Hall during a
sit-in protest led by students and faculty on March 26, 2021. Scribner, who has been at UM since 2016, is a Master’s student in the history department and said she’s
disappointed about UM’s proposed budget cut to the College of Humanities. “Through my time at UM, I’ve seen the detrimental effects of past budget cuts to our
college,” she said. “Any further cuts will severely hurt the integrity of our university.”
really sell to our campus and the community ... were strategic decisions that were
made as UM was turning on this upswing
that we’re on now,” Kuntz said.
Kuntz said the full plan didn’t go into effect when Harbor left UM. But many of the
cuts under this initiative still happened.
The College of Humanities and Sciences
doesn’t offer the Global Humanities and
Religions major or minor; the languages
were, in fact, combined into one World
Languages and Cultures major; and the
film studies option is no longer offered
under the English major.
The exception is the South and Southeast Asian studies minor. G.G. Weix, co-director of the minor, said that program was
on the chopping block a couple years ago,
since it was part of the Global Humanities
and Religions major. But the program was
donor-funded and ran on its own, even
without help from the major. When Weix
and other faculty protested its cut at the
faculty senate, the senate voted to maintain the program.
On Nov. 7, 2018, Harbor’s office sent
an email message to students about the

UM on the Rise cuts. The email said the
colleges had all submitted plans based
on “instructional staffing budget targets.”
It told students to look at the UM on the
Rise initiative to see what cuts were on the
table.
For Tanner Gryder, who was a sophomore at the time in the Global Humanities
and Religions major, these cuts had a
heavy impact. The University allowed him
to finish the major he was pursuing, but
Gryder said many of the courses he needed for his degree weren’t offered. He filled
many of his degree requirements through
study abroad options instead. He graduated in the spring of 2021 with a Global
Humanities and Religions degree.
“To my knowledge, there’s never been a
scenario where an academic program has
been sunsetted and it’s left students within
that pipeline without a route to finish that
degree,” Kuntz said.
Kuntz said the University’s planning
looks to the future in these instances.
He said the goal is to make sure students
aren’t disrupted as they work toward
degrees.

LeMaster, in contrast to Gryder, said
even though the Japanese major she’s
completing only has two professors in the
department, there are enough course offerings for her to finish this spring.
“I feel bad for the professors though,”
LeMaster said. “I don’t know how they
manage to do so much. I know it’s been
hard on Professor Michihiro Ama in
particular. It would be nice if we had more
professors to take some of the load off.”
Instead, UM is moving forward with
plans for putting the proposed spring 2021
budget into action. Kuntz said this budget
model is supposed to reflect student interests following UM’s enrollment decline
from 2011 to 2020.
“When you look at that enrollment decline, it wasn’t an equitable decline across
all the colleges,” Kuntz said. “For example,
the College of Humanities and Sciences is
down 45% in student credit hours during
that time where other colleges have been
flat and some colleges, like the College
of Forestry, have been growing in recent
years.”

montanakaimin.com January 20, 2022 9

The enrollment question
After a decade-long enrollment crisis,
the fall 2021 semester was the first time in
10 years UM’s enrollment increased. Kuntz
said if enrollment keeps climbing, it could
bring more funding to the University.
“Ultimately the name of the game when
we talk about budgets is enrollment,”
Kuntz said. “Tuition off enrollment is revenue, but for every in-state Montana student
we get a chunk of money from the state, so
we’re going to keep working really hard to
get that enrollment number cranked up to
keep getting resources to the colleges that
they deserve and can use to offer the high
quality education that UM’s known for.”
Judy Blunt, the chair of UM’s English
department, seconded Kuntz — enrollment
needs to increase in order for her department and others in the College of Humanities and Sciences to continue growing.
But she said she feels the College of Humanities and Sciences has been “unfairly
targeted with a huge burden of balancing
the books.”
Blunt said with lower enrollment in
recent years, the English department has
been squeezed. Students only have one
chance in their four years within the
department to take some courses. Class
sizes have expanded, and Blunt said her
colleagues across H&S are doing extra
work for students to combat the impacts of
the cuts.
But Blunt said with higher enrollment
and more faculty, the English department
would be able to offer multiple sections of
popular courses.
She said the English department recently added a creative writing degree. Right
now, the department is trying to grow
enrollment for that degree. To build it,
Blunt said creative writing would require
institutional support.
“The College of Humanities and Science
has a finite budget,” Blunt said. “It has
many schools —
 it’s huge. Do you support
something that’s already in place, or do
you take money that would support that
program and shove it into something
new?”

Collge of Humanities students wrote messages in chalk on the sidewalk outside
Main Hall expressing their concerns about UM’s recent budget and faculty cuts
last March.

University of Montana President Seth Bodnar, center, takes questions from concerned students outside Main Hall regarding the university’s recent $2.6 million
proposed budget cut to the College of Humanities during a “Save the Humanities” student-led sit-in protest on March 26, 2021.
The decisions about which programs to
support are ones that ultimately impact
students.
“It was so much uncertainty all the
time,” Gryder said. “As I stuck with it, I
realized that in Global Humanities when
I graduated, there were three people. We
had a really tight-knit relationship with
the professors because we were the only
students who were still in the religions
program.”
He said professors worked hard to get
students the courses they needed, but it
was a coordinated effort with Gryder, professors and advisers for him to graduate

“The College of Humanities and Science has a
finite budget. It has many schools — it’s huge. Do
you support something that’s already in place, or
do you take money that would support that
program and shove it into something new?”
—Judy Blunt
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with his degree.
“I was the only person to walk, which
was weirdly lonely,” Gryder said. The
other majors had many students walking
under their flags at graduation, but Gryder
said he was solo below the Global Humanities and Religions flag.
Gryder also completed a minor in
the South and Southeast Asian studies
program at UM, where he said professors
were also struggling to keep the program
alive following cuts and retirements.

Surviving off serendipity
G.G. Weix has been a professor at the
University of Montana for 30 years. She
teaches anthropology and is the co-director of the South and Southeast Asian
studies minor at UM.
Weix said area studies, like the South
and Southeast Asian Studies program,
provide specific understandings on regions
of the world. Learning the history, culture
and languages of these places builds student interest.
“They open a door that students might
not have known existed,” Weix said. “It’s
quite different than just having a generic
global understanding of something — to

have a specific understanding of a place.”
The program receives its funding exclusively from donors, not the University, so
it hasn’t felt the effect of the budget cuts,
Weix said.
“The University of Montana has not
invested in specific-area studies programs,
like South and Southeast Asia,” Weix said.
But the program has been impacted —
and will be impacted — by retirements.
Weix’s co-director of the South and Southeast Asian studies program, professor Ruth
Vanita, will be retiring at the end of the
spring semester. When Vanita leaves, the
program will have nobody to teach courses
on India, or any of the induction religions.
The professor who taught Buddhism and
Hinduism for the program left two years
ago, and was never replaced, Weix said.
Courses for the minor are offered across
departments in the College of Humanities
and Sciences, and Weix attributes the program’s continued existence to “serendipity,” with the University luckily bringing
on professors who have an expertise in
the region. Weix named English professor
Quan Ha and political science professor
Abhishek Chatterjee as recent University
hires with expertise in the region who
helped keep the program running.

Gryder said while he was in the South
and Southeast Asian studies program,
many of the courses he took pertained to
Asia in general, instead of being specific
to the region. Weix said this is a challenge
the program faces. Since the program runs
on luck, Weix said faculty have to choose
courses for the minor that are applicable
enough to count.
But it’s not a sustainable model. Weix
and Gryder said they don’t think there will
be support for the program in the future.
While Weix hopes for hires with specialization in South and Southeast Asia, she
said she doesn’t think that will be a priority for the University.
South and Southeast Asian Studies
isn’t the only program that has resorted
to allowing courses across departments to
count toward obtaining the minor.
When she first transferred to UM in
2018, LeMaster took an Intermediate Chinese course with six students. She planned
on taking an Advanced Chinese course,
but this course was last offered in 2018.
LeMaster said the lack of advanced
course offerings in Chinese was compounded by the 2019 closure of Confucius
Institutes. These organizations aimed to
teach Chinese language and culture. According to a Washington Post article from
2020, the U.S. State Department “designated the Confucius Institute U.S. Center as
a ‘foreign mission’ of the Chinese government and called out the organization for
its role as ‘an entity advancing Beijing’s
global propaganda and malign influence
campaign on U.S. campuses and K-12 classrooms.’”
For LeMaster, these shutdowns meant
she didn’t have the option to take an
advanced course in Chinese until her final
semester at UM. This semester, a Chinese
for Professionals course is being offered.
“Because we don’t have a Fulbright
professor or anything, it’s just Professor

[Zhen] Cao,” LeMaster said. “I remember
talking to him in
2019 and even then
he was like, ‘When
I retire, the department’s probably
going to die.’”
University of Montana junior Maddie Hagan writes “Fund the humanities” on the sidewalk in front of Main Hall during the protest.
LeMaster said
Hagan, a double major in history and philosophy with a minor in African American Studies, is concerned that recent budget cuts and
because the Chinese low faculty numbers at the college will impact class availability in the near future.
department is only
staffed by Cao, he
can’t teach enough
courses to fulfill the minor on his own. So,
Kuntz said.
she has taken courses through other deHe said part of the budget model’s purpartments relating to Chinese culture and
pose is for programs that have seen growth
Kuntz said even as the College of Hupolitics that have counted for her minor.
to have necessary resources.
manities and Sciences is being cut, there is
“Some classes in the Japanese departLeMaster, though, said she sees great
room for hope for the future. He said the
ment count because it’s East Asian studies,
value in studying languages.
University is already seeing applications
and last semester, I took one of Professor
“When you think about everything that’s
and early enrollment increases this year
Dexter Roberts’ classes,” LeMaster said.
going
on with China, it doesn’t make any
for next year’s incoming class. He added
Roberts, a political science professor,
sense that there’s only four non-exchange
he could foresee a scenario where H&S is
teaches courses about Chinese politics and
students in the Intermediate Chinese
awarded budget increases instead of cuts.
revolutions and reforms.
class,” LeMaster said. “I think these
But Kuntz again emphasized that part of
She said the Chinese minor was up-front
languages get a bad rep, and people are
the cuts are about equity.
advertising that courses relating to Chinese
unfairly intimidated by them.”
“We have programs at the College of
culture and politics would be part of the
She said these languages can be learned
Forestry, College of Health, College of
curriculum. But LeMaster said throughout
by anyone, and encouraged other students
Business, that are at capacity and need
her major and minor, only three profesto take courses in UM’s language promore resources because student demand
sors were in charge of the majority of her
grams.
in those programs are at an all-time high,”
courses.
LeMaster said the future of the College of Humanities and Sciences requires
her fellow students to get involved. She
encouraged them to participate in clubs,
seek out international students and take
language courses.
“There are a lot of ways to get involved
to help the professors and let them know
that people care about it, and want to be
a part of it, and to increase your own language and cultural experience,” LeMaster
said.

Looking to the future

“[Specific-area studies] open a door that
students might not have known existed. It’s
quite different than just having a generic global
understanding of something — to have a specific
understanding of a place.”

—G.G. Weix
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proposed budget cut to the College of Humanities during a “Save the Humanities” student-led sit-in protest on March 26, 2021.
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“It was so much uncertainty all the
time,” Gryder said. “As I stuck with it, I
realized that in Global Humanities when
I graduated, there were three people. We
had a really tight-knit relationship with
the professors because we were the only
students who were still in the religions
program.”
He said professors worked hard to get
students the courses they needed, but it
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you support something that’s already in place, or
do you take money that would support that
program and shove it into something new?”
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with his degree.
“I was the only person to walk, which
was weirdly lonely,” Gryder said. The
other majors had many students walking
under their flags at graduation, but Gryder
said he was solo below the Global Humanities and Religions flag.
Gryder also completed a minor in
the South and Southeast Asian studies
program at UM, where he said professors
were also struggling to keep the program
alive following cuts and retirements.
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G.G. Weix has been a professor at the
University of Montana for 30 years. She
teaches anthropology and is the co-director of the South and Southeast Asian
studies minor at UM.
Weix said area studies, like the South
and Southeast Asian Studies program,
provide specific understandings on regions
of the world. Learning the history, culture
and languages of these places builds student interest.
“They open a door that students might
not have known existed,” Weix said. “It’s
quite different than just having a generic
global understanding of something — to

have a specific understanding of a place.”
The program receives its funding exclusively from donors, not the University, so
it hasn’t felt the effect of the budget cuts,
Weix said.
“The University of Montana has not
invested in specific-area studies programs,
like South and Southeast Asia,” Weix said.
But the program has been impacted —
and will be impacted — by retirements.
Weix’s co-director of the South and Southeast Asian studies program, professor Ruth
Vanita, will be retiring at the end of the
spring semester. When Vanita leaves, the
program will have nobody to teach courses
on India, or any of the induction religions.
The professor who taught Buddhism and
Hinduism for the program left two years
ago, and was never replaced, Weix said.
Courses for the minor are offered across
departments in the College of Humanities
and Sciences, and Weix attributes the program’s continued existence to “serendipity,” with the University luckily bringing
on professors who have an expertise in
the region. Weix named English professor
Quan Ha and political science professor
Abhishek Chatterjee as recent University
hires with expertise in the region who
helped keep the program running.

Gryder said while he was in the South
and Southeast Asian studies program,
many of the courses he took pertained to
Asia in general, instead of being specific
to the region. Weix said this is a challenge
the program faces. Since the program runs
on luck, Weix said faculty have to choose
courses for the minor that are applicable
enough to count.
But it’s not a sustainable model. Weix
and Gryder said they don’t think there will
be support for the program in the future.
While Weix hopes for hires with specialization in South and Southeast Asia, she
said she doesn’t think that will be a priority for the University.
South and Southeast Asian Studies
isn’t the only program that has resorted
to allowing courses across departments to
count toward obtaining the minor.
When she first transferred to UM in
2018, LeMaster took an Intermediate Chinese course with six students. She planned
on taking an Advanced Chinese course,
but this course was last offered in 2018.
LeMaster said the lack of advanced
course offerings in Chinese was compounded by the 2019 closure of Confucius
Institutes. These organizations aimed to
teach Chinese language and culture. According to a Washington Post article from
2020, the U.S. State Department “designated the Confucius Institute U.S. Center as
a ‘foreign mission’ of the Chinese government and called out the organization for
its role as ‘an entity advancing Beijing’s
global propaganda and malign influence
campaign on U.S. campuses and K-12 classrooms.’”
For LeMaster, these shutdowns meant
she didn’t have the option to take an
advanced course in Chinese until her final
semester at UM. This semester, a Chinese
for Professionals course is being offered.
“Because we don’t have a Fulbright
professor or anything, it’s just Professor

[Zhen] Cao,” LeMaster said. “I remember
talking to him in
2019 and even then
he was like, ‘When
I retire, the department’s probably
going to die.’”
University of Montana junior Maddie Hagan writes “Fund the humanities” on the sidewalk in front of Main Hall during the protest.
LeMaster said
Hagan, a double major in history and philosophy with a minor in African American Studies, is concerned that recent budget cuts and
because the Chinese low faculty numbers at the college will impact class availability in the near future.
department is only
staffed by Cao, he
can’t teach enough
courses to fulfill the minor on his own. So,
Kuntz said.
she has taken courses through other deHe said part of the budget model’s purpartments relating to Chinese culture and
pose is for programs that have seen growth
Kuntz said even as the College of Hupolitics that have counted for her minor.
to have necessary resources.
manities and Sciences is being cut, there is
“Some classes in the Japanese departLeMaster, though, said she sees great
room for hope for the future. He said the
ment count because it’s East Asian studies,
value in studying languages.
University is already seeing applications
and last semester, I took one of Professor
“When you think about everything that’s
and early enrollment increases this year
Dexter Roberts’ classes,” LeMaster said.
going
on with China, it doesn’t make any
for next year’s incoming class. He added
Roberts, a political science professor,
sense that there’s only four non-exchange
he could foresee a scenario where H&S is
teaches courses about Chinese politics and
students in the Intermediate Chinese
awarded budget increases instead of cuts.
revolutions and reforms.
class,” LeMaster said. “I think these
But Kuntz again emphasized that part of
She said the Chinese minor was up-front
languages get a bad rep, and people are
the cuts are about equity.
advertising that courses relating to Chinese
unfairly intimidated by them.”
“We have programs at the College of
culture and politics would be part of the
She said these languages can be learned
Forestry, College of Health, College of
curriculum. But LeMaster said throughout
by anyone, and encouraged other students
Business, that are at capacity and need
her major and minor, only three profesto take courses in UM’s language promore resources because student demand
sors were in charge of the majority of her
grams.
in those programs are at an all-time high,”
courses.
LeMaster said the future of the College of Humanities and Sciences requires
her fellow students to get involved. She
encouraged them to participate in clubs,
seek out international students and take
language courses.
“There are a lot of ways to get involved
to help the professors and let them know
that people care about it, and want to be
a part of it, and to increase your own language and cultural experience,” LeMaster
said.

Looking to the future

“[Specific-area studies] open a door that
students might not have known existed. It’s
quite different than just having a generic global
understanding of something — to have a specific
understanding of a place.”

—G.G. Weix
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The Weeknd’s ‘Dawn FM’ is the first great album of 2022
HALEY YARBOROUGH
haley.yarborough@umontana.edu
Frankly, we love seeing artists fucked up.
Self-induced suffering always seems to
bring out the best in them, that is until they
walk down the aisle of a “self-help” album.
For Canadian artist The Weeknd, who is
known for his history of dark songs about
sex, drugs and addiction, a lighter album
was inevitable — especially after enduring
the pandemic blues. But as The Weeknd’s
fifth major album “Dawn FM” attests, butterflies, rainbows and recovery aren’t always
the answers to a quarantine-induced depression. Sometimes all you need to do is party.
And who better to party in purgatory with
than Macabre DJ radio host Jim Carrey?
Even if you can’t see his impeccable facial
expressions, you can listen to him smooth
talk you seamlessly through the 16 tracks of
“Dawn FM.” With a long list of collaborators,
from Lil Wayne to Beach Boy Bruce Johnston to electro whiz Oneohtrix Point Never,
“Dawn FM” explores the old and new waves
of R&B in a way that sounds both futuristic
and timeless.
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It seems to create a place where electro
and hip-hop coalesce to make you feel like
you’re floating through planes of existence
with Carrey as your guide.
The Weeknd, of course, does not forget
the origins of his darker albums like “After
Hours.” While “Dawn FM” adopts a lighter
tone, his sometimes toxic yearning for love
and lurid fantasies about erotic asphyxiation seep into the first third of the album.
The second track “Gasoline,” a velvety,
robo-punk jam, maintains his long-running
bad-boy persona, with lyrics like “I wrap my
hands around your neck/you love it when I
always squeeze.”
But after the “Thriller”-like strings of “Sacrifice,” a song about drug addiction, fade, a
brief monologue over an R&B arrangement
from Quincy Jones changes the tone. Jones
— an architect for a lot of Michael Jackson’s work — speaks about how growing up
parentless impacted his romantic life later
on, instantly shifting the album into something more introspective.
The Weeknd’s rough sexual fantasies suddenly have a softer edge. On several songs,
he even talks about taking responsibility for

his actions, a stark contrast to his reckless,
vapid thrill-seeking. In a sense, he’s acknowledging his vulnerability through songs like
“Out of Time,” a ballad about him facing the
cold reality of rejection.
“I remember when I held you/you begged
me with your drowning eyes to stay,” he
sings over a glistening melody with a smooth
retro groove. The Weeknd’s lyrics don’t
come off as hopeful, but they do allude to
him coming to terms with his trauma — a
sure sign of his emotional intelligence.
Not every song effectively expresses this
understanding. “Don’t Break My Heart”
mostly consists of repeated lyrics like “Don’t
let me down.” But the Weeknd’s quirky
phrases infuse these otherwise elementary
lyrics with depth through bursts of neon-lit
energy that builds its swagger on layers of
synthesizers.
The narrative construction of “Dawn FM”
is impressive enough, but what makes this
album the most praiseworthy are the vocals.
Backed by aching melodies of longing and
regret, The Weeknd reaches new heights in
mournful tracks like “Less than Zero” and
the woozy “I Heard You’re Married.”

CONTRIBUTED
Trapped in our homes, it’s likely we won’t
hear him outside of our living room anytime
soon. Thankfully, “Dawn FM” offers an opportunity to listen to the Weeknd’s smooth,
plaintive voice as we party in purgatory.

UC Gallery celebrates the double life of UM faculty member Jace Whitaker
JOSH MOYAR
jm144854@umconnect.umt.edu
There’s more than meets the eye when it
comes to UM employee Jace Whitaker. During
the 9-to-5, you can find him in the housing
office, where he’s been for the past five years, or
working as a U.S. Navyman, which he’s done
for over a decade. But follow him home and
you’ll find an art studio where he spends his
time creating acrylic masterpieces.
On Jan. 7, the first “First Friday” of 2022,
the University Center Gallery celebrated the
opening of its inaugural exhibit of the semester,
“Drippings of the Soul and Seasons,” a series of
a dozen abstract acrylic paintings by Whitaker.
The 33-year-old faculty member has been featured in galleries before, but this is his first time
having a formal opening dedicated to his work.
“It’s completely overwhelming and very
humbling,” he said.
The 12 paintings are a variety of different sizes and colors, from small black-and-white prints
to room-spanning kaleidoscopic wonders, but
they all share a similar structure. Layer after
layer of paint was applied in criss-crossed lines
and shapes, creating windows into alternate
worlds of color and texture.
None of the paintings have names, but one
stands out, at least, to Whitaker. He referred to
the 12-by-4-and-a-half-foot giant as his “Magnum Opus,” and it takes up the entirety of the
gallery’s largest wall.
“I wouldn’t call it my favorite, necessarily, but
it’s definitely the one I’m the most surprised I
got through,” Whitaker said.
Since 2017, Whitaker has worked in the University’s housing office as the assistant director
of Residential Education. His coworker Lee
Bodge, the community development coordinator for Pantzer and Miller Halls and a senior at
the University, said he doesn’t spend much time
at work talking about his artistic side.
“I did not sense that he painted at all,” Bodge
said. “He’s very humble about it. We truly had
no idea this was happening until he invited us.”
Whitaker has been painting for roughly 10
years. He began while attending Boise State
University. Sitting in his room, he was overwhelmed with the thought that he wanted to
do something. He ended up at a craft store later
that night and the rest is history.
“I quickly realized I didn’t have the patience
for doing traditional portraits and landscapes,”
Whitaker said. “That’s why I like abstract art.
There’s much more freedom involved, and people will always have different reactions.”
Amanda Barr, the director of the UC Gallery,
agreed.
“Abstract art is great because everyone has a
different conversation in the gallery,” Barr said.

“It’s abstract, it’s in the name. It keeps it open
for the audience … people can come in here and
look at the art without being told anything.”
In addition to simply painting the pieces,
Whitaker also constructs his own canvases. He
said it was something born of necessity.
“You’d have to be well-to-do to buy canvases
of this size,” Whitaker said. “So I started making
them as a matter of fiscal responsibility. I
wanted the paintings to feel large, so that ended
up being something I had to make happen on
my own.”
While Whitaker doesn’t find that he has
specific palettes he favors working with, he definitely has his preferred tools. Generally, he uses
paint sticks to create his art, with the occasional
brushes and use of his bare hands.
“I haven’t gone as far as to use a turkey
baster,” he said, referencing Jackson Pollock.
Whitaker’s method was described by Barr as
“action painting.”
“There’s action to it,” Barr said. “You put on
music, put a canvas down on the ground, and it
becomes a very open, fluid, interesting way of
working. It lets people experiment.”
One of the great questions of abstract art is
how exactly the artist knows when the painting
is finished, Whitaker said. For him, there isn’t a
specific answer — but sometimes paintings can
certainly push the limits.
“This one in particular,” Whitaker said,
pointing out a large piece with bright reds
and yellows in contrast to a dark black shade.
“There were three different points where I
almost thought it was done. It’s been three
different paintings, and I just continued to add.
Look at it now. If I kept going, I would’ve ruined
it. You just have to feel it out visually. It can be
slow and methodical.”
In addition to painting and working at the
University, Whitaker has had a 15-year career
with the United States Navy, where he currently serves as master-at-arms petty officer first
class.
He was set to be deployed on the Monday after the gallery’s opening, but due to a change of
plans on the government’s end, he’ll be staying
in Missoula to enjoy his fame for the duration of
the exhibit.
Whitaker acknowledges a duality in how he
spends his time.
“You wouldn’t tie the painting and the
service together,” he said. “One’s structured, the
other is very loose. I tend to not tell people. The
Navy people would be really surprised.”
While the artist’s Hannah Montana-esque
double life may sound surprising, he’s content
to keep his passion close to the chest.
“In the end, this is mine. I do it for me.”
“Drippings of the Soul and Seasons” will be
on display in the UC Gallery through Jan. 28.

For the first “First Friday” of 2022, the University Center Gallery celebrated its inaugural exhibit of the
semester with the opening of UM employee, artist and U.S. Navyman Jace Whitaker’s “Drippings of the Soul
and Seasons” on Jan. 7. The gallery showcases a series of abstract acrylic paintings by Whitaker and will be
open to the general public until Jan 28. SHANNA MADISON | MONTANA KAIMIN

Guests appreciate the art at Whitaker’s gallery opening at the University Center Gallery on Jan. 7. In his
artist statement, Whitaker states, “Art without form is absolute freedom,” which take form in his exhibit of
vibrant and colorful pieces. SHANNA MADISON | MONTANA KAIMIN
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bring out the best in them, that is until they
walk down the aisle of a “self-help” album.
For Canadian artist The Weeknd, who is
known for his history of dark songs about
sex, drugs and addiction, a lighter album
was inevitable — especially after enduring
the pandemic blues. But as The Weeknd’s
fifth major album “Dawn FM” attests, butterflies, rainbows and recovery aren’t always
the answers to a quarantine-induced depression. Sometimes all you need to do is party.
And who better to party in purgatory with
than Macabre DJ radio host Jim Carrey?
Even if you can’t see his impeccable facial
expressions, you can listen to him smooth
talk you seamlessly through the 16 tracks of
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It seems to create a place where electro
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you’re floating through planes of existence
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The Weeknd, of course, does not forget
the origins of his darker albums like “After
Hours.” While “Dawn FM” adopts a lighter
tone, his sometimes toxic yearning for love
and lurid fantasies about erotic asphyxiation seep into the first third of the album.
The second track “Gasoline,” a velvety,
robo-punk jam, maintains his long-running
bad-boy persona, with lyrics like “I wrap my
hands around your neck/you love it when I
always squeeze.”
But after the “Thriller”-like strings of “Sacrifice,” a song about drug addiction, fade, a
brief monologue over an R&B arrangement
from Quincy Jones changes the tone. Jones
— an architect for a lot of Michael Jackson’s work — speaks about how growing up
parentless impacted his romantic life later
on, instantly shifting the album into something more introspective.
The Weeknd’s rough sexual fantasies suddenly have a softer edge. On several songs,
he even talks about taking responsibility for
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vapid thrill-seeking. In a sense, he’s acknowledging his vulnerability through songs like
“Out of Time,” a ballad about him facing the
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me with your drowning eyes to stay,” he
sings over a glistening melody with a smooth
retro groove. The Weeknd’s lyrics don’t
come off as hopeful, but they do allude to
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Meet the Missoula skateboard company that started as a joke in a bar
ASA THOMAS METCALFE
asa.metcalfe@umontana.edu
Growing up in the backwoods of Montana, Raymond Hertz always felt a little left
out. But now in his early 30s, he has started
his own company in Missoula, Never Sober
Boards, to help foster new skateboarders in
his home state.
“I started off with just blank decks and
spray paint,” Hertz said. “I traded in my Harley for the first initial setup boards.”
Never Sober purchases wooden decks for
skateboards produced locally by Wouldshop
in East Missoula and professionally decals
them with designs Hertz creates on a tablet.
Hertz’s shop is at the center of a skateboarding revitalization in western Montana,
led in part by Pearl Jam bassist and UM
grad Jeff Ament, who has been helping build
skateparks across the state. Hertz says UM
has always been a good place for skating.
“The grass hills by the library all used to
be brick,” Hertz said. “That was like his iconic early skate spot that was probably the best
skate spot in all of Montana. There’s an old
photo of Jeff Ament skating that spot.”
Hertz is from Potomac, Montana, where
he discovered skateboarding by accident
when he and a friend stumbled upon the
Summer X-Games on TV. Watching the
skateboard competition showed them a
sport different than anything they had seen
before. He borrowed — and never returned
— a skateboard from a kid in his boy scout
troop and began carving his way into the
skateboarding world.
“That’s kind of just where that started. I’ve
never quit since,” Hertz said.
A few years later, Hertz constructed a
small collection of mini-ramps out of plywood in the unfinished concrete basement
of his father’s double-wide trailer home.
“That’s where I learned everything. It was
enough room to build jumps and little-ass
ramps,” Hertz said.
Being adopted by a shop is a badge of
honor and it allows kids access to clothes
and equipment they may not have been
able to afford otherwise. Local shops attach
themselves to promising young athletes in
a symbiotic relationship. Never Sober has
five sponsored skaters and features a sixth
honorary member who passed away.
Hertz doesn’t send his team to competitions yet, but gives them gear and hypes
them up on social media.
“If you’re good at skateboarding, then you
get to be invited into the inner circle,” said JJ
Horner, the visual artist behind skateboard

14

January 20, 2022 montanakaimin.com

and art collective, Pyramid Country. “Even
in the smallest places, you know, skate parks
will pop up and suddenly there’s this subculture that happens.”
Pyramid Country has a slew of video
productions with Thrasher Magazine and is
primarily a skateboard company, but it’s also
an artistic community with a popular line
of merchandise, and an active commune in
Tempe, Arizona.
“I think skateboarding breeds a lot of creativity and teaches you about cool music and
cool art and that type of thing,” Horner said.
Never Sober started as a joke at a patio
table behind Al’s & Vic’s in Missoula. Hertz
and some friends were drinking tallboy cans
of Hamm’s, as they do on most nights, and
reminiscing about the days of skate parks
past.
“It’s just the name that stuck and there’s
no changing it,” Hertz said. “I hope a lot of
people see that, for the most part, it’s not an
actual thing to live by.”
Over the past year, the company expanded from a living room operation to collaborating with Wouldshop and a distribution
deal with Seattle-based company Northwest
Skateboards. Hertz is proud to say he’s gotten social media shoutouts from as far away
as North Carolina.
The small team of sponsored skaters all
have local ties, and Hertz hopes to grow the
brand in the local skate scene, increasing
interest not just for Never Sober, but for
skateboarding in general.
Thane Morin, Never Sober’s longest
sponsored athlete, looks forward to the start
of every academic year at the University of
Montana so he can meet new skaters at the
park and welcome them into the community. The collective is always on the watch
for newcomers, regardless of their skill
level.
“Every year, school season hits, there’s
new faces,” Morin said. “We’re like, ‘That
guy kind of rips. I’m going to wait a second
before I ask him who he is.’ But I’ve got him
on my list. If I see you two, three times here,
I’ve got questions like, ‘Who are you? How
are you doing?’”
The University of Montana has been an
important piece of the Missoula skateboarding scene for a long time. Not only does the
annual influx of people bring new talent
and ideas, but the campus itself is a treasure
trove of street features.
“There’s been some crazy shit going on
down at the University,” Hertz said. “Just
watch the old Board of Missoula videos from
20-something years ago.”

Inside the Lady Griz’s tumultuous start to the season
MAX DUPRAS
max.dupras@umconnect.umt.edu

Never Sober-sponsored skater Thane Morin ollies off the edge of a picnic table and onto a makeshift ramp
at Caras Park on Dec. 5, 2021. At the start of every semester at the University of Montana, Morin always
looks forward to meeting and welcoming new people into the Missoula skating community and recruiting
new talent for the skateboarding community. ANTONIO IBARRA | MONTANA KAIMIN

Never Sober Boards owner and skateboarding aficionado Raymond Hertz, right, started his own skating
company as a way to foster skateboarding talent in his home town of Missoula. Hertz, alongside his skating
buddy Thane Morin, used to frequent Caras Park to skateboard and meet new skaters until the public park
underwent renovations late in the summer of 2021, which closed off most of the area.
ANTONIO IBARRA | MONTANA KAIMIN

The University of Montana women’s basketball team returned from a 10-day holiday
hiatus to a new year of mixed results losing
two games in a row before taking down a
shaky Eastern Washington team by nearly
20 points. Just when it seemed like the Lady
Griz had some momentum, a road match
against Southern Utah on Jan. 13 was postponed due to COVID-related issues with the
SUU team.
“We’re looking to be consistent, to
continue, and to have good quarter after
good quarter of basketball offensively and
defensively. So, we’re excited to get back
out there,” UM head coach Brian Holsinger
said.
The cancellation of UM’s game against
SUU came just weeks after the Lady Griz
were forced to cancel a game against rival
Montana State.
“When you get in a routine you typically
perform better and you just do better. So,
we try to do that the best we can,” Holsinger said.
The 2021-22 season has at times been
electric for the Lady Griz, who have a
10–4 record. After a close loss to Gonzaga
early in the season, UM went on a six-game
winning streak, including four wins on the
road.
Shooting percentages for the team have
also been impressive. The total 3-point percentage for the Grizzlies has increased 35%,
up from 28% last season.
When facing UM’s defense, all opponents’ total 3-point percentage drops to 28%
from 32%.
The new-look perimeter defense and
improved 3-point shooting has led to a
breakthrough for many players, including
two-year Griz guard Nyah Morris-Nelson.
Morris-Nelson has improved in nearly every statistical category this year, including
shooting efficiently from both inside and
outside the 3-point line. She is averaging
four points per game, shooting 35% from
three and 36% from the field.
“I’m just getting in the gym as much as I
can outside of practice and just practicing
the shots that I take in a game instead of
focusing on things that I can’t control. So,
I think that’s just a big thing for me and it’s
helped me out a lot on the court as well,”
Morris-Nelson said.
The two-year transfer has eclipsed last
season’s shooting totals by attempting 43
3-point shots in 13 games this season. She
beat last season’s total of 32 attempts after

UM’s game against Seattle.
“The biggest thing is I’m just not trying
to be stubborn. Right now, I am just trying
to focus as much as I can on rebounding,
doing as much as I can to help my team
and just knocking down the big shots I’m
supposed to make,” said Morris-Nelson.
Her basketball journey has been a battle,
as she has played for three different college
programs across the U.S. after graduating from secondary school in Australia.
Morris-Nelson and the Lady Griz entered
the conference slate with their best record
since the Robin Selvig era six years ago.
Despite having the best record entering
conference play, UM eventually cooled
off in a 61-69 losing effort to 2021 Big Sky
Champion Idaho State. Another slow first
quarter stopped the Grizzlies short of a win
against Weber State, which was dead last in
the Big Sky Conference in 2020-21.
One glaring problem for the once-rolling
Lady Griz in the two game skid was turnovers. The Lady Griz sacrificed 42 points
to turnovers in two road losses while only
gaining 23 points from forced turnovers.
Even in wins, turnovers have been the
make-or-break for every game. In three
of UM’s four losses, it has given up more
points in turnovers than points gained from
turnovers. The only exception was UM’s
home loss against non-conference Utah
Valley.
The four UM losses have been defined by
early deficits and stolen balls, but redemption came after UM’s first COVID-19 pause.
Montana crushed the two-win Eastern
Washington Eagles with a 3-point barrage and intense perimeter defense in an
18-point victory.
“That is something that definitely has us
back on track. The past few practices we’ve
been going really hard. Brian’s not taking
it easy on us which is what we need,” Morris-Nelson said.
In a year with Holsinger, the transition
has been highlighted by strong first impressions and glaring holes. The overall success
of the season includes tumultuous losses
and controversy with a gender discrimination lawsuit from former Lady Griz coach
Shannon Schweyen.
The Lady Griz are fourth in the Big Sky
Conference with a league-leading 10-4
record and a 2-2 record in conference play.
UM’s next game, barring COVID-19 cancellations, is against the Portland State Vikings
on Jan. 20.

From left, Montana’s Abby Anderson, Katerina Tsineke, Sammy Fatkin, Carmen Gfeller and Sophia Stiles smile
and look up at the scoreboard while starting lineups are announced before tipping off against the Utah
Valley Wolverines in Dahlberg Arena. In a season still marked by the pandemic, 2021-2022 has brought win
streaks, COVID cancellations and puzzling losses for the Lady Griz. ANTONIO IBARRA | MONTANA KAIMIN
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Meet the Missoula skateboard company that started as a joke in a bar
ASA THOMAS METCALFE
asa.metcalfe@umontana.edu
Growing up in the backwoods of Montana, Raymond Hertz always felt a little left
out. But now in his early 30s, he has started
his own company in Missoula, Never Sober
Boards, to help foster new skateboarders in
his home state.
“I started off with just blank decks and
spray paint,” Hertz said. “I traded in my Harley for the first initial setup boards.”
Never Sober purchases wooden decks for
skateboards produced locally by Wouldshop
in East Missoula and professionally decals
them with designs Hertz creates on a tablet.
Hertz’s shop is at the center of a skateboarding revitalization in western Montana,
led in part by Pearl Jam bassist and UM
grad Jeff Ament, who has been helping build
skateparks across the state. Hertz says UM
has always been a good place for skating.
“The grass hills by the library all used to
be brick,” Hertz said. “That was like his iconic early skate spot that was probably the best
skate spot in all of Montana. There’s an old
photo of Jeff Ament skating that spot.”
Hertz is from Potomac, Montana, where
he discovered skateboarding by accident
when he and a friend stumbled upon the
Summer X-Games on TV. Watching the
skateboard competition showed them a
sport different than anything they had seen
before. He borrowed — and never returned
— a skateboard from a kid in his boy scout
troop and began carving his way into the
skateboarding world.
“That’s kind of just where that started. I’ve
never quit since,” Hertz said.
A few years later, Hertz constructed a
small collection of mini-ramps out of plywood in the unfinished concrete basement
of his father’s double-wide trailer home.
“That’s where I learned everything. It was
enough room to build jumps and little-ass
ramps,” Hertz said.
Being adopted by a shop is a badge of
honor and it allows kids access to clothes
and equipment they may not have been
able to afford otherwise. Local shops attach
themselves to promising young athletes in
a symbiotic relationship. Never Sober has
five sponsored skaters and features a sixth
honorary member who passed away.
Hertz doesn’t send his team to competitions yet, but gives them gear and hypes
them up on social media.
“If you’re good at skateboarding, then you
get to be invited into the inner circle,” said JJ
Horner, the visual artist behind skateboard
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and art collective, Pyramid Country. “Even
in the smallest places, you know, skate parks
will pop up and suddenly there’s this subculture that happens.”
Pyramid Country has a slew of video
productions with Thrasher Magazine and is
primarily a skateboard company, but it’s also
an artistic community with a popular line
of merchandise, and an active commune in
Tempe, Arizona.
“I think skateboarding breeds a lot of creativity and teaches you about cool music and
cool art and that type of thing,” Horner said.
Never Sober started as a joke at a patio
table behind Al’s & Vic’s in Missoula. Hertz
and some friends were drinking tallboy cans
of Hamm’s, as they do on most nights, and
reminiscing about the days of skate parks
past.
“It’s just the name that stuck and there’s
no changing it,” Hertz said. “I hope a lot of
people see that, for the most part, it’s not an
actual thing to live by.”
Over the past year, the company expanded from a living room operation to collaborating with Wouldshop and a distribution
deal with Seattle-based company Northwest
Skateboards. Hertz is proud to say he’s gotten social media shoutouts from as far away
as North Carolina.
The small team of sponsored skaters all
have local ties, and Hertz hopes to grow the
brand in the local skate scene, increasing
interest not just for Never Sober, but for
skateboarding in general.
Thane Morin, Never Sober’s longest
sponsored athlete, looks forward to the start
of every academic year at the University of
Montana so he can meet new skaters at the
park and welcome them into the community. The collective is always on the watch
for newcomers, regardless of their skill
level.
“Every year, school season hits, there’s
new faces,” Morin said. “We’re like, ‘That
guy kind of rips. I’m going to wait a second
before I ask him who he is.’ But I’ve got him
on my list. If I see you two, three times here,
I’ve got questions like, ‘Who are you? How
are you doing?’”
The University of Montana has been an
important piece of the Missoula skateboarding scene for a long time. Not only does the
annual influx of people bring new talent
and ideas, but the campus itself is a treasure
trove of street features.
“There’s been some crazy shit going on
down at the University,” Hertz said. “Just
watch the old Board of Missoula videos from
20-something years ago.”
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Never Sober-sponsored skater Thane Morin ollies off the edge of a picnic table and onto a makeshift ramp
at Caras Park on Dec. 5, 2021. At the start of every semester at the University of Montana, Morin always
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Never Sober Boards owner and skateboarding aficionado Raymond Hertz, right, started his own skating
company as a way to foster skateboarding talent in his home town of Missoula. Hertz, alongside his skating
buddy Thane Morin, used to frequent Caras Park to skateboard and meet new skaters until the public park
underwent renovations late in the summer of 2021, which closed off most of the area.
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The University of Montana women’s basketball team returned from a 10-day holiday
hiatus to a new year of mixed results losing
two games in a row before taking down a
shaky Eastern Washington team by nearly
20 points. Just when it seemed like the Lady
Griz had some momentum, a road match
against Southern Utah on Jan. 13 was postponed due to COVID-related issues with the
SUU team.
“We’re looking to be consistent, to
continue, and to have good quarter after
good quarter of basketball offensively and
defensively. So, we’re excited to get back
out there,” UM head coach Brian Holsinger
said.
The cancellation of UM’s game against
SUU came just weeks after the Lady Griz
were forced to cancel a game against rival
Montana State.
“When you get in a routine you typically
perform better and you just do better. So,
we try to do that the best we can,” Holsinger said.
The 2021-22 season has at times been
electric for the Lady Griz, who have a
10–4 record. After a close loss to Gonzaga
early in the season, UM went on a six-game
winning streak, including four wins on the
road.
Shooting percentages for the team have
also been impressive. The total 3-point percentage for the Grizzlies has increased 35%,
up from 28% last season.
When facing UM’s defense, all opponents’ total 3-point percentage drops to 28%
from 32%.
The new-look perimeter defense and
improved 3-point shooting has led to a
breakthrough for many players, including
two-year Griz guard Nyah Morris-Nelson.
Morris-Nelson has improved in nearly every statistical category this year, including
shooting efficiently from both inside and
outside the 3-point line. She is averaging
four points per game, shooting 35% from
three and 36% from the field.
“I’m just getting in the gym as much as I
can outside of practice and just practicing
the shots that I take in a game instead of
focusing on things that I can’t control. So,
I think that’s just a big thing for me and it’s
helped me out a lot on the court as well,”
Morris-Nelson said.
The two-year transfer has eclipsed last
season’s shooting totals by attempting 43
3-point shots in 13 games this season. She
beat last season’s total of 32 attempts after

UM’s game against Seattle.
“The biggest thing is I’m just not trying
to be stubborn. Right now, I am just trying
to focus as much as I can on rebounding,
doing as much as I can to help my team
and just knocking down the big shots I’m
supposed to make,” said Morris-Nelson.
Her basketball journey has been a battle,
as she has played for three different college
programs across the U.S. after graduating from secondary school in Australia.
Morris-Nelson and the Lady Griz entered
the conference slate with their best record
since the Robin Selvig era six years ago.
Despite having the best record entering
conference play, UM eventually cooled
off in a 61-69 losing effort to 2021 Big Sky
Champion Idaho State. Another slow first
quarter stopped the Grizzlies short of a win
against Weber State, which was dead last in
the Big Sky Conference in 2020-21.
One glaring problem for the once-rolling
Lady Griz in the two game skid was turnovers. The Lady Griz sacrificed 42 points
to turnovers in two road losses while only
gaining 23 points from forced turnovers.
Even in wins, turnovers have been the
make-or-break for every game. In three
of UM’s four losses, it has given up more
points in turnovers than points gained from
turnovers. The only exception was UM’s
home loss against non-conference Utah
Valley.
The four UM losses have been defined by
early deficits and stolen balls, but redemption came after UM’s first COVID-19 pause.
Montana crushed the two-win Eastern
Washington Eagles with a 3-point barrage and intense perimeter defense in an
18-point victory.
“That is something that definitely has us
back on track. The past few practices we’ve
been going really hard. Brian’s not taking
it easy on us which is what we need,” Morris-Nelson said.
In a year with Holsinger, the transition
has been highlighted by strong first impressions and glaring holes. The overall success
of the season includes tumultuous losses
and controversy with a gender discrimination lawsuit from former Lady Griz coach
Shannon Schweyen.
The Lady Griz are fourth in the Big Sky
Conference with a league-leading 10-4
record and a 2-2 record in conference play.
UM’s next game, barring COVID-19 cancellations, is against the Portland State Vikings
on Jan. 20.
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As winter break winds down, UM students continue to shred
MADDIE MCCUDDY
maddie.mccuddy@umontana.edu
For those who stay in the extended Montana area, winter break often translates into
long days spent exploring and recreating in
Montana’s open spaces.
At the end of last year, a series of winter
storms and heavy snowfall that hit the western
part of the state provided pristine skiing and
snowboarding conditions for many of Montana’s slopes. The first Missoula snowfall of the
season boosted the moral of the University of
Montana skiing community.
On recent treks, which were supposed to be
spent searching for snow up Lolo Pass and the
Rattlesnake Trailhead, the unexpected effects
of Montana weather suddenly transformed
into large amounts of fresh powder that went
up to the knees of a group of UM students.
As the snow kept dumping on the pass,
the group of 10 eager skiers could be seen
boot-packing through the snow as they
searched for an area steep enough to get some
lines in.

Luca Schwartz, Riley Anders, Lucy Atwall, Hannah Vahle and Grace Johenk prep for a full day of skiing at Lolo
pass before taking their first turns of the season on Dec. 11, 2021.
ABOVE: Andres Solorzano-Jones attempts to jib
over a small tree after
shredding down Mt. Hood
in Oregon on Nov. 24, 2021.
Jones is a recurring visitor
at Mt. Hood, where he fell
in love with skiing at a
young age.

Riley Anders split-boards down the side of the
mountain as he earns his turns on a fresh layer of
powder at Lolo Pass on Dec. 11, 2021.
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UM student Luca Schwartz preps his skis before
starting a backcountry ski tour up Rattlesnake
Trailhead on Dec. 10, 2021. The first real snowfall in
Missoula allowed Schwartz and a group of other
students to do some runs before nightfall.

RIGHT: UM students Luca
Schwartz, Annabelle Brown
and Sam Stewart boot
pack at Lolo Pass on Dec.
1, 2021, as snow continues
to dump on the mountain.
What was supposed to be a
few inches turned into two
fresh feet of powder.

